Black-lip mother-of-peari—the maker's
favorite handia material—threadad bol-
sters and fileworked blades highlight Jack
Davenport’s repro.of a five-blade Joseph’
Rodgers classic. Blade steel: ATS-34. (Point
Seven knife photo) =

By Steve Shackleford
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Shingm favess

Pock Award for best knife
submitted by an ABS journeyman smith
‘appticant at the BLADE Show is this
statoly bawie with a 9-Inch blade of 52100
and a contoured black- ‘handie.
Tommy's list price for a similar piece:
$900-51,100. (Point Seven knite phoio)

The knife that won Tommy Gann the
George
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Tocal hunters here, and a lot of the:
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. Tommy wants to learn how to

TOMMY GANN

Specialties: Mostly fixed blades, in
uding bowies, hunters 3
and kitchen knives; working on folders

Most Popular Model: A 9 1/2-inch
pig sticker. “A lot of guys hunt pigs
around here.” A 3-inch skinner also does
well for him, though he “probably enjoys
making bowics most of all”

Big Break: In addition to earning
his ABS journc: smith stamp at the
2005 BLADE Show, Tommy won the
ABS' George Peck Award for submitting
the best knife among the journcyman
smith applicants
Sharp Tidbits: A full-time maker,
Tommy has been at it for about five years.
Thanks fo his membership in a pipefit-
ters” union, he met Tim Hancock who, in
addition to being an ABS master smith
is also a local welding inspector, Like
Gary lames, Tommy spent time in Han
“going through the pro

dagge

H knife, fo alile
= of everything. Tim would be honest with
me, tell me when | needed to go back to

the basics or that T was getti
He a

mering, where 3¢ 236s Jos of ﬂuulmm BLADE

Q) and reads knife books and magazines.

. Steels: 52100 for his carbon blades
52100 and 15N20 or 1084 and 15N20 for
his damaseus; ATS-34 for kitehen knives,

Handles: All kinds of woods, stag
and some mammoth ivory

Price Ranges: $200-$1,100,

Knife Shows He Attends: "As many © g

as 1 can!
. Future Sharp: Studying damascus
under Hancock and how to make art

knives for when he goes for his ABS BLAaDE
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